much brighter for some reason. You could see to read there
quite easily. We had some beer* but first we had to order some
sandwiches* You are allowed as much beer as you like in
Finland provided you eat something as well, but they think
that three glasses of schnapps—that is the local spirit—is
enough, and that is all you are allowed to have,
After various  stops  the  train  eventually  drew into
Helsinki station, more or less on time, at about a quarter to
one in the morning. And I was extremely grateful to be met
at the station and taken to the Kaemp Hotel, where luckily
they had a room for me;  I was more than ready for bed.
Rather late the next morning I was walking downstairs
when the first person I ran into was an old friend, Vernon
Morgan, who has  been Reuter's special correspondent
here since the beginning of the war.   In fact, he told me
that he got here on November 30th right in the middle of
the first big raids.  The Kaemp Hotel, by the way, is the
most extraordinary place at the present time;  it was started
by a German a great many years ago and, except for the
addition of modern plumbing, has rather retained its early
nineteen hundreds atmosphere. But that atmosphere is being
rather severely shattered just now by the fact that the Kaemp
is now the centre in Helsinki of the Press of the world.
Newspaper men, agency men, photographers, repre-
sentatives of news-reels throng its corridors and rooms at
all hours of the day and night. You hear I don't know
how many different languages, and how on earth the staff
and particularly the telephone girls manage to cope with
the situation is more than I can understand, A big room
on the first floor is set aside as a Press Room, which is used
as a sort of common-room by Englishmen, Frenchmen,
Belgians, Americans, Scandinavians, oh, and almost any
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